Local Green Space:  The Pryors 

Description of Space
The Pryors are two blocks of private flats,  Block A and Block B, situated on the edge of and within Hampstead Heath with a large communal garden between them.  It is mainly laid to grass but has many specimen trees, hedges, shrubs and flower beds.

Local Significance: (Historical and Beauty)
The Pryors was originally a large single house with stabling and extensive gardens, owned by the Pryors family. It is shown as present on Rocque's Map of London (1741-5).  Walter Field, water colour artist of some repute, and main founder of the Hampstead Heath Protection Society, lived here up until his death in 1901.  He was untiring in his efforts to preserve the natural beauties of Hampstead Heath. The whole plot of 1¾ acres was sold the following year with its grounds described as charming and secluded, shaded by cedar and other trees.  The house was then pulled down and the present two large blocks of flats built, but retaining much of the gardens.
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1902 sale announcement for the old house and its garden

Thomas J Barratt in his 'The Annals of Hampstead' of 1912 reported (vol iii, page 214) 'A fine Copper Beech stands immediately in front of a new block of buildings known as The Pryors in the East Heath Road.'

The Pryors Ltd was set up in 1976 when the lessees bought the freehold.  It is expected to continue into the future with the continued help of a managing company.  The garden is managed by the 'Garden Group' which is a subcommittee of the Board of The Pryors Ltd.  They produce a newsletter about the garden twice a year for the residents.  

The Pryors garden is important to residents; a very popular amenity particularly with young families giving safe enjoyment to people of all ages, including children.  It has 550 yards of hedges, 115 yards of planted beds around Block B, further beds in the car park and in the main garden.  In addition there are hanging baskets and tubs adjacent to both blocks, a rose garden between Block A and the Heath, and a composting area for both garden and kitchen waste. There is an important and much used huge area of grass and 27 trees. 

The trees in the garden are inspected annually.  There are 17 different tree species, including maples, beeches, holly, birch, cedar, oak, whitebeam, oriental plane, ash, tulip tree and various fruit trees.  
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 (
The 
Pryors
 taken from Hampstead Heath demonstrating how well it blends into its surroundings
)
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 (
Richness of
 
Wildlife
B
eing quite literally within the Heath, the trees in the gardens here are managed for their habitat as well as their beauty
; one can be seen from the Heath with a splendid set of holes.  The smaller bats are regularly seen to fly around in the garden and 
the larger 
noctule
 bats
 are known to fly high over the Heath at dusk from this direction.
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Special Policy Area: 
Area of Special Character: Hampstead & Highgate Ridge

Other LA designation: 
The Pryors are in the Hampstead Conservation Area.

Supports Local Plan Policies: 
Designation of the gardens of The Pryors as a Local Green Space would support Camden's Local Plan Policy A2 'Open Space': c, e, j;  A3 'Biodiversity': c and j.  By providing informal play space for its residents children as well as a restful and beautiful space for adult residents it is consistent with Local Plan Policy C1 'Health and well-being': a, and Policy C2 'Community facilities'.

Hampstead Local Plan:
Heath fringes; Biodiversity corridors
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SALE THIS DAY.
HAMPSTEAD-HEATH.—Within five minutes'walk of Hampstead=
heath Station (Nortil London Raiivay) and a like distance of
tram and omnfbus routes and a cab rank, thereby ensuring rezdy
access to all parts of Town. Notice of Bale by Auction by
1\ ESSRS. G. W. and H. G. POTTER, at tho Mart,
Tokenhouse-yard, B.C., THIS DAY (Rridayl, June Gib, at
2 o'olock precisely, the excesdingly valuablo FREEHOLD PRO=
PERTY, TLH’ sultable for N!'denili]ﬂurmes or developmen?,
known as The Pryors, East Heath-rond, Hampstead, occupying
cholce position on the edge of the heath, which surrounds it on three
sides, having very valuable building frontages to existing roads,
commanding oxtensive views, and comprising tho: old-fashioned
mansion, contalning 15 bod and dressing rooms, bath room, witly
hot and cold water supplies, billiard room (28ft. by 18it., 16ft.
hwh) dlnh\g room with bay (20ft. by 15ft.), drawing room (28ft.
by 17ft.) with French casoments opening fo garden, morntn
room, smoking room, servants’ all, ~ two staircascs {n
oxtensive domestic oflices ;  dotached stabling sor our
horses, with double coach-House, harness room, loft, and:
Jiving rooms ; alsoa brick-bullt modern dotached Artist's Studio,
containing 16fty studio, storeroom, model's yoom, and lavatory
| accommodation. The charming und 'secluded grounds, shaded by
codar and othor trees, comprise pleasure gardens, tennls lawn, and
Iawn tennls court, and contain stove-house, vinery, shrubbories,
and flower beds, ‘&o. The wholo comprises an srea of nearly
17 sore.  The draiaage has been recoustruoted aud kept up to date
throughout.

Tho premises can only be viewod by appolntment, to be made
through the Auctioncers. Particulars yicws, plans, and con~
ditions of salo, can be obtained at tho Mart, Tokenhouse-yard,
E.C. ; of Messrs. Pennington and Son, Solicitors, o¢ 6, Lincaln’s<
inn-fields; or of tho Auctloneers, 28, Rosslyn-hill Hampstead,
\.W. Tolographio address, * Pulmonary, Loadon,V Telophone,

. KIng's-cross.
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