BRANCH HILL
Site of Borough Grade I Importance for Nature Conservation 

Site Reference: CaBI02 
Site Name: Branch Hill 
Summary: Areas of woodland and grassland that include the private grounds of three houses. 
Grid ref: TQ 259 860 
Area (ha): 4.16 
Borough(s): Camden 
Habitat(s): Allotments, Planted shrubbery, Scattered trees, Scrub, Secondary woodland, Semi-improved neutral grassland, Tall herbs 
Access: Free public access (all/most of site) 
Ownership: London Borough of Camden and Private 
Site Description: 

Branch Hill consists of several individual blocks of woodland, interposed with small areas of grassland. It also incorporates the private grounds of three large houses: Combe Lodge, Oak Hill House and Heysham House. Branch Hill Allotments adjacent to Frognal Rise and Oak Hill Way are also included in the site. 

The largest individual block of woodland is Oak Hill Wood. This contains numerous mature trees including hornbeam (Carpinus betulus), horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), yew (Taxus baccata), beech (Fagus sylvatica), sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa), oak (Quercus sp.) and ash (Fraxinus excelsior). Amongst the understorey species are holly (Ilex aquifolium), elder (Sambucus nigra) and cherry laurel (Prunus laurocerasus). 

Connected to Oak Hill Wood by wide wooded avenues of common lime, poplar (Populus sp.) and yew (Taxus baccata) is a smaller area of woodland and scrub in the north-west corner of the site. It is dominated by sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) with an understorey in which holly is abundant and accompanied by a small number of species including hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), elder, cherry laurel and bramble (Rubus fruticosus). 

To the south is the wooded ground of Oak Hill House (mostly composed of sycamore and oak). To the north-east are wooded grounds and a high density of mature trees. This connects with the private wooded area (chiefly composed of sycamore, oak, yew and lime) aside Firecrest Drive. 

A good number of birds visit the site including jay, great spotted woodpecker, tawny owl, nuthatch, goldcrest, long-tailed tit and kestrel. There is de facto access to most of the site and it is an extremely popular recreational resource for many local people. 

Site first notified: 01/01/1993 Boundary last changed: 10/07/2014 
Citation last edited: 18/06/2014 
Defunct: N 
Last Updated: 09/12/2005

Boundary change: 
It is proposed that 0.43 ha of broadleaved woodland is added to the site. This area is very similar to the habitats described, and inclusion of this space would make the designated site more resilient. 

Citation change: 
The list of species is updated to better represent woodland species composition recorded on site. The changes are result of natural woodland development and recolonisation. 
The text is updated to better explain location of individual woodland parcels.
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This dataset contains locations of Council owned trees on highways and in parks and open spaces in the borough. The data s collected during cyclical tree inspections by Camden tree officers. Each point contains ree species, height, »
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This dataset contains locations of Council owned trees on highways and in parks and open spaces in the borough. The data s collected during cyclical tree inspections by Camden tree officers. Each point contains ree species, height, »
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Based on Trees In Camden
This dataset contains locations of Council owned trees on highways and in parks and open spaces in the borough. The data s collected during cyclical tree inspections by Camden tree officers. Each point contains ree species, height, »
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